from whose spell they were not yet disengaged. The
Hindustani-papers translated the word correctly as 5K<m*ff
(sharanarthi). cSufferers3 was also an English word
which his visitors had used. He suggested 5:^ (dukkki)
as the equivalent, which the visitors accepted. This
evening he wanted to talk to them about these sufferers.
NO OCCUPYING MUSLIM HOUSES
He had met three sets of people during the day.
The first was a family from Lahore who had lost their
all including seventeen members of the family in Pakis-
tan. They asked him to get them a house in Delhi.
He told them that he was not the Government and
even if he was, he could not help them. There were no
vacant houses in Delhi. Sufferers like them should go
and live in the camps like others. They said that they
Were not beggars to live on charity. He replied that he
would not have a single individual live on charity.
Those in the camps should work for the food, shelter
and clothing that they got there. They retorted that
they had their children. But so had the other sufferers,
replied Gandhiji. The more capable class among them
should use their talents to organize the life in the camps
and give the benefit of their experience and knowledge
to all their fellow sufferers. These friends argued that
there were many Muslims still with houses. Gandhiji
felt ashamed and hurt to hear this argument. Many
thousands had been forced to leave their homes. These
sufferers had not been mellowed by their sufferings.
But his appeal fell on deaf ears. Gandhiji then said
that instead of expecting the much-injured Muslims to
give up their few homes, their argument would have
force if they asked him (Gandhiji) to leave his comfor-
table place in their favour. This seemed to silence the
friends. '
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